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o Auguste Escoffier ( 1847-1935) “The King of
Chefs and The Chef of Kings "
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O Georges Auguste Escoffier (28 October 1846 — 12 February 1935) was a
French chef, restaurateur and culinary writer who popularized and
updated traditional French cooking methods. He 1s almost a legendary
figure among chefs, and is known by the epithet, "King of Chefs and Chef
of Kings".




He was born in the village of Villeneuve-Loubet, near Nice. At the age of thirteen,
despite showing early promise as an artist, he started an apprenticeship at his uncle's
restaurant, Le Restaurant Francais, in Nice. In 1865 he moved to Le Petit Moulin
Rouge restaurant in Paris. He stayed there until the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian
war in 1870, when he became an army chef. His army experience led him to study the
technique of canning food. Some time before 1878 he opened his own restaurant, Le
Faisan d'Or (The Golden Pheasant) in Cannes. In 1880 he married Delphine Daffis. In
1884 the couple moved to Monte Carlo, where Escoffier took control of the kitchen at
the Grand Hotel. During the summers he ran the kitchen of the Hotel National in
Luceme, where he met César Ritz (at that time the French Riviera was a winter resort).
The two men formed a partnership and in 1890 moved to the Savoy Hotel in London.
From this base they established a number of famous hotels, including the Grand Hotel

in Rome, and numerous Ritz Hotels around the world.




1912 Escoffier was hired to plan the kitchens for ships
belonging to the cruise ship company In 1898 Escoffier and
Ritz opened the Hotel Ritz in Paris. The Carlton in London
followed 1n 1899, where Escoffier first introduced the practice
of the a la carte menu. Ritz had a nervous breakdown 1in 1901,
leaving Escoffier to run the Carlton until 1919, shortly after
Ritz's death.

In 1902 Escoffier published his first major book, Le Guide
Culinaire, containing 5,000 recipes. The importance of this
book in the world of French cooking cannot be overestimated,
and even today it is used as both a cookbook and textbook for
classic cooking. In 1904 and Hamburg-Amerika Lines. On the
second voyage, the Kaiser William II congratulated Escoffier,
telling him "I am the Emperor of Gemany, but you are the
Emperor of chefs."

In about 1920, Escoffier became the first chef to receive the
Legion of Honor and in 1928 was made an Officer of the
Leglon He died at the age of 89 a few days after his wife.
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